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The Vibe – a top quality centre for young people in  Yardley.  
  
The Vibe is a newly refurbished centre for young people aged 13-19 in the Yardley Constituency.  
Based on the edge of Oakland’s Park in South Yardley, and financed through Youth Capital Plus 
funding, the centre has been designed with the support of young people, who have had input from 
the start about what facilities they wanted - the colour schemes and interior design features and 
also voted on the name for the new centre. This exciting new centre has a computer suite, chill 
out area, recording studio and main hall and is planned to be providing a wide range of activities 
on 6 nights and 7 days per week including; music workshops and performances, dance sessions, 
girl’s groups, scouts, courses for young people not in education, employment or training and also 
drop in advice and information. 
 

For further information please contact Leon Hylton 0121 303 6224 or Ness Cole 0121 303 9282 
   

 

Dates of July Meetings  
 
 

1st  Sheldon Ward Forum 7.00 pm @ Ann 
Marie Howes Centre. 
 

7th  Acocks Green Ward Committee 7.00  
pm @ Acocks Green Baptist Church. 
 

8th South Yardley Ward Forum 6.30 pm 
@ South Yardley Library. 
 

20th Stechford & Yardley North Ward 
Forum 7.00 pm@ Yardley Parish Church 
Hall. 
 

22nd Yardley Constituency Committee 
6.30 pm @ South Yardley Library. 

EVENTS 
 
Saturday 3rd July Acocks Green Carnival 10.00 am - 
5.00 pm  The theme of this years Carnival is "Science 
Fact and Fiction ". The Carnival procession starts from 
Archbishop Ilsley School at 1.00 pm arriving at the   
Carnival site at 1.30pm. For further information contact 
Dave Swingle on 0121 706 0652. 
 
Saturday 10th July (1.00 - 7.00pm) - Viva la Fiesta  
Glebe Farm & Lea Village Neighbourhood Board Com-
munity Fun Day Latin stage, salsa shows, music, chil-
dren’s activities and fun fair. For further information 
contact Margaret Dieterman 0121 303 9282. 
 
Sunday 25th July Sheldon Country Festival 12.00 
till 5.00pm This year's Countryside Festival will feature: 
The Drakes of Hazard - Sheepdogs and Ducks, Rudi 
Wallenda - circus style slapstick, Mad Mountain Bikes - 
trick riders (fully trained professional mountain bikers). 
For further information contact Tony Webster 464 3635. 

This issue focuses on updates from the two Constituency Strategic Partnership (CSP) Delivery 
Groups that reported to our last CSP meeting – the Children and Young People Delivery Group 
and the Clean and Safe Local Delivery Group.  It also includes updates from the Yew Tree Town 
Centre Manager and Bierton and Richmond Neighbourhood Manager who also reported to this 
meeting. The next CSP meeting will be focussing on Prosperous Yardley Delivery Group and 
Healthier Communities Delivery Group, which will also feature in our next Newsletter. 



Acocks Green Inter Generational Project. 
 

The project was run by the BCC Youth 
Service and designed to break down barriers 
between young people and older residents in 
the community by getting them to work together, 
share experienes & learn new skills.  Activities 
such as a bingo night and a photography 
project got the groups working together.    A 
common theme that came out of the project 
was that both sections of the community felt 
passionate about their area and wanted to 
work together to achieve change. The results 
of the photography work will hopefully be 
displayed in Acocks Green Library.  
   

Contact : Claire Hughes, Youth Service. 
Telephone : 706 0652 
Email : Claire.E.Hughes@birmingham.gov.uk 

Street Games 
 

Project Areas:  Bierton & Richmond, 
Stechford, Glebe Farm, Sheldon. 
 

Street Games are a national chartity, 
delivering doorstep sports to deprived 
communities, that engages with families, 
children and young people (males and 
females aged 5-24 years) including hard to 
reach young people and their families.  
Street Games consults young people in the 
area on the type of sports they are 
interested in and delivers sessions where 
they want it, at times they want it,  in a style 
they want - activities delivered can vary from 
football to street cheer (street dance). Young 
people and parents are supported and 
provided with training opportunities which 
enable them to lead activities themselves - 
key to Street Games delivery is that the 
project is delivered by local people to local 
people.  Activities are open to all children 
and young people but also take referalls 
from the police and engage with young 
people on the streets to encouarge them to 
become involved.  During a special event at 
Glebe Farm during April over 100 children 
and young people participated, 40 of these 
were female. 
 

Contact : Alison O'Connell, Street Games. 
Telephone :  675 8397  
Email : alison.oconnell@streetgames.org 

Street Games Tournament Winners (Boys) 

Yardley Youth Forum 
 

Yardley Youth Forum have been very active.  
The Forum and Youth Opportunities Panel 
has continued to be promoted which has 
resulted in a further nine young people getting 
involved and being trained to sit on the Youth 
Opportunities Fund Panel.  An action plan has 
been developed by the Forum which includes 
actions such as visiting other forums around 
the country to share ideas and a training 
residential.  The Forum have had a Yardley 
Challenge Day - separate groups were 
challenged to go and find various locations 
within the Constituency & to video any issues 
they found on their travels.  These videos 
were then shown to each other at a film night 
where they discussed the issues they found. 
 

Contact : Emma Cleaton, Youth Service. 
Telephone : 303 9282 
Email : Emma.cleaton@birmingham.gov.uk 

Worth Unlimited 
 

Project Areas:  Bierton & Richmond, Meadway, 
Chestnuts. 
 

Worth Unlimited are a national youth charity 
which seeks to route itself in local communities 
which are considered the most deprived. The 
organisation specifically targets a list of referrals 
from the police of young people they feel are 
at risk of becoming involved in anti-social 
behaviour, as well as their friends.  The project 
starts by trying to find young people on the 
referal list & through outreach work builds a 
relationship with them. Young People are 
consulted on what types of activities they are 
interested in which is key to keeping them on 
board and changing the behaviour of the 
young people they work with. Over the past 
few months a mobile venue called the 
Midnight Bus has also been used in the 
Bierton and Richmond area in order to 
engage with local young people and meet 
them where they are hanging around.   
 

Contact : Dan Sandford-Smith, Worth Unlimited. 
Telephone 07957 540246 
Email : admin@worthunlimited.co.uk 

Sport4Life Acocks Green 
 

Sport 4 Life is a charity dedicated to 
changing lives through the power of sport in 
Birmingham.  Street Sport is a 3 year 
initiative funded by the Football Foundation 
that provides structured sports coaching 
sessions in some inner city parks in the city. 
Sport is used as the tool to steer participants 
away from lives of crime, anti-social 
behaviour, and low self-esteem, and to 
develop young people into individuals who 
are able to achieve, be healthy, and make a 
positive contribution to society.  Sports 
sessions are held at Westley Park with 
dance sessions at Cottersbrooke Junior 
School.  
 

Contact : Tom Forrest 
Telephone : 429 4700 
Email : Tom@sports4life.org.uk 

 
Local Area Agreement 
Targets - Children & 
Young People : 
 
• NI 21 Dealing with local 

concerns about anti 
social behaviour and 
crime by the local 
council and police.  

  
 
• NI 117 - 16 to 18 years 

olds who are not in 
education, employment 
or training. 

 
 
• NI 72-75, 92-101 & 83, 

87 Improve B’ham’s 
Educational Attainment. 

 
 
• LI – Young People and 

under age drinking and 
drug misuse. 

 
 
• LI Children who have 

experienced bullying. 
 
 
• NI 112 – Under 18 

conception rate.  
 
 
• NI 56 - Obesity in 

primary school age 
children in Year 6.  

 
 
• NI 5 - General 

Satisfaction with the 
local area.   

 
 
• LI - Young people 

having a choice of 
accessible & affordable 
recreational/leisure 
activities.  

 
 
• NI 4 - % of children and 

young people who feel 
they can influence 
decisions in their locality. 

 
 
• NI 45 Young offenders 

engagement in suitable 
education, employment 
or training. 

Children & Young People Delivery Group  



Yardley Clean & Safe Local Delivery Group (LDG)  

 
 
Local Area Agreement 
Targets - Clean & Safe 
Local Delivery Group: 
 
 
• NI 15 Serious violent 

crime. 
 
 
• NI 29 Gun Crime rate 
 
 
• LI Reducing gang 

violence. 
 
 
• NI 16 Serious acquisitive 

crime. 
 
 
• NI 21 Dealing with local 

concerns about anti 
social behaviour and 
crime by the local council 
and police.  

 
  
• NI 195 Improved street 

and environmental 
cleanliness. 

 
 
• LI Reduce arson 

incidents. 
 
 
• LI Alcohol related harm. 
 
 
• NI 30 Re-offending rate 

of prolific and priority 
offenders. 

 
 
• NI 38 Drug related (Class 

A) offending rate. 
 
 
• NI 45 Young offenders 

engagement in suitable 
education, employment 
or training. 

 
 
• NI 35 Building resilience 

to violent extremism. 
 

 
Yardley Clean & Safe LDG  
 
The LDG is a partnership of Police, Fire, City 
Council and other key agencies with a Com-
munity Safety and Community Reassurance 
focus. It is the local, Constituency based, 
response of the centrally based Safer Bir-
mingham Partnership. As such, we have dual 
reporting to both the Constituency Strategic 
Partnership and also the Safer Birmingham 
Partnership. Key priorities are: 
 

· Yardley will be a safer place to live 
· Yardley will feel a safer place to live 
· Young people in Yardley will make positive    

choices 
 
To help make Yardley a safer place, we have 
several targets, including Local Area Agree-
ments and National Indicators to meet, for 
example, around serious violent crime, seri-
ous acquisitive crime and reducing re-
offending. Total crime in Yardley has 
dropped by 24.6% in the last 12 months, 
compared to 07/08 baseline year. To help 
make Yardley feel safer we address public 
perceptions around fear of crime, such as 
teenagers “hanging around”, vandalism and 
graffiti, drugs and hate crime. 
 
We have four subgroups, plus a Communica-
tions Group: Young People & Crime, Envi-
ronmental Crime, Anti-Social Behaviour and 
Community Cohesion. Community Cohesion 
is in the early stages of developing an action 
plan. The Young People & Crime Sub-Group 
has dual reporting to the Clean & Safe LDG 
and also to the Yardley’s Children’s & Young 
People Delivery Group and their report is 
covered under that section of this newsletter. 
  

Environmental Crime Sub-Group 
 

· Some of the key activities of the Environ  
mental Crime Sub-Group include: 

· Producing a Pocket Guide 
· Graffiti Operations 
· Litter/Dog Fouling Enforcement Litter 

Awareness 
· Operation Cube-It (crushing unroadwor     

thy cars) 
· Flyposters – Enforcement 
· Littered Car Parks - Enforcement    
· United Yardley Initiative  

 

Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Group 
 

· Some of the key points this group will be 
addressing are: 

· Information and intelligence sharing be-
tween agencies 

· Family Support 
· One contact line for reporting ASB 
· Community Crime-Fighters 
· Hate Crime, including Domestic Abuse 
· Supporting Victims/Witnesses 

 

West Midlands Police Restructure 
 

An overview of changes that will take place 
resulting from the restructure was provided 
by Inspector Richard Agar. The new police 
boundaries are in line with the Constituency 
boundaries which will result in improved 
accountability and lead to a much more ef-
fective and improved service.  The East 
Local Policing Unit will cover 3 Birmingham 
City Council Constituencies: Yardley, 
Hodge Hill and Hall Green.   
 
Yardley will have 4 teams, one for each 
Ward with a further team that covers the 
existing priority neighbourhoods. Inspector 
Richard Agar will be responsible for the 
Yardley Constituency and will be working 
closely with Inspector Stuart Manley who 
will be undertaking a new Partnership In-
spector role. 
 
Following the realignment of Police 
boundaries Neighbourhood Tasking 
arrangements will move to being Ward 
based, monthly meetings from the 1st July 
and will be led by the Police and fully 
supported by the City Council.  Police will 
continue to hold more locally based 
meetings with residents, known as Police 
Surgeries.  For dates of all meetings please 
refer to the West Midlands Police Website 
(www.west-midlands.police.uk) or speak to 
a neighbourhood Police Sergeant.   
  

United Yardley in Greet - February 2010 

Contact : Nicci Collins Birmingham City 
Council 
Telephone : 675 1310 
Email : Nicci.collins@birmingham.gov.uk 



 
If you have information you would like to share via this 
newsletter please contact Virginia Yates by 30th July 
2010. 
 
Telephone 464 7701  
Email: Virginia.yates@birmingham.gov.uk 

 
Richmond and Bierton Road Priority 
Neighbourhood 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan for the Richmond and Bier-
ton Road Priority Neighbourhood highlights the many 
inequalities that exist for this neighbourhood in relation 
to the city as a whole. While this is not one of the most 
severely deprived neighbourhoods in Birmingham, the 
impact of its poor performance across a whole range 
of indicators such as educational attainment, workless-
ness, crime and health means that residents generally 
enjoy a lower quality of life than the average Birming-
ham resident. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies and 
highlights the issues faced by the community and sup-
ports its findings with statistical information and re-
search; it also provides a one year action plan to ad-
dress the key priorities that have emerged as a result 
of consultation with residents and service providers. 
 
The issues that most residents highlight as a threat to 
their quality of life are crime and the environment. Fear 
of crime is high and many older residents are worried 
by groups of young people congregating in the streets 
at night. Youth related anti social behaviour affects 
both the environment and the people living in this area 
and drug and alcohol abuse is also a factor in many 
crimes. Residents also highlight the fact that there is a 
lack of community spirit and poor relationships be-
tween people of different ages and backgrounds. 
There are few venues or opportunities for the commu-
nity to get together and so many people feel isolated 
and dissatisfied with the neighbourhood as a whole. 
 
In response to these resident priorities, the action plan 
puts in place measures to improve intergenerational 
relationships, an environmental project to address the 
most problematic areas, a parenting course relating to 
drug and alcohol abuse by teenagers and a pro-
gramme of capacity building to create a strong resident 
network and neighbourhood board that will enable resi-
dents to become more active partners in improving 
their neighbourhood in the future. 
 
The first 'Partnership Works' event was a family fun 
day held on Saturday the 12th June at Hobmoor 
Primary School.  The event went very well with 
approximately 1000 local residents attending.  
 
Contact : Barbara Blatherwick Neighbourhood Man-
ager, Birmingham City Council 
Telephone : 789 9494 
Email : barbara.blatherwick@birmingham.gov.uk 

 
Yew Tree Town Centre  
 
The Yew Tree Town Centre Plan is progressing well and 
there are several projects now ready to start in the area. 
The Yew Tree Floral Scheme will be installing railing 
planters for summer planting to provide a brighter and 
more colourful town centre.  There will also be a Child 
Safe Scheme being launched soon for the Swan, Haymills 
and Yew Tree to illustrate that the local businesses wish 
to invest in their community to ensure everyone has a 
continued safe and happy shopping experience.   Work is 
continuing to promote the local centres and a city wide 
Shop Local Campaign has been created to promote the 
benefits of shopping local.  Further work is also being 
carried out to develope a retail partnership for the area 
which will include a retail crime reduction programme in 
liaison with West Midlands Police. 
 

Contact : Mark Ross, Town Centre Manager, Birmingham 
City Council  Tel: 07825 979237 
Email : Mark.ross@birmingham.gov.uk 

Yardley Peer Education Project 
 

Project areas : Richmond & Bierton Road and Stechford 
& Yardley North Ward areas 

 

The project is based on the Peer Education model where 
local people are recruited, trained and supported to work 
within the community to promote employment and training 
opportunities to other local residents who might need 
support to access employment services.  Three new 
members of staff will be employed - a Co-ordinator and 
two Development Workers and will hopefully in post 
during July.  Each Development Worker will recruit 24 
local people to become Peer Educators who will receive 
outreach and support training as well as training in 
community consultation and event planning.   
 

Peer Educators will be local people and will work towards 
gaining a National Open College Network Level 2 
Progression Award and once trained the Peer Educators 
will support the delivery of 8 community events.  One of 
the main roles of the peer educators will be to promote 
the project and events through their friends, families and 
neighbours - local people are more willing to engage in a 
project delivered in this way as the person recruiting them 
is a neighbour, friend or relative and not a professional or 
what some people see as a ‘do-gooder’   As the peer 
educators are local people they have personal experience 
of living in the area and understand the barriers that some 
local residents face.   
 

The overall aim of recruiting peer educators is to raise 
aspirations and confidence - local people are encouraged 
to lead by example.  The project will also link with other 
providers to ensure that the events are information 
packed and have a local connection.  The project will 
support residents that are not very confident and those 
who are unsure what options are open to them in terms of 
gaining employment. 
 

Contact : Barbara Blatherwick & Debbie Tipper, 
Birmingham City Council.  Telephone : 789 9494. 
Email : Barbara.Blatherwick@birmingham.gov.uk 
Email : Debbie.Tipper@birmingham.gov.uk 

Other Yardley Updates  


